Sharing God’s amazing love and witnessing His awesome power!

What does “the Well” believe?

Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,
but whoever drinks the water | give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life." Jesus said... “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me.” John 4:13-14, 6

“l am the Way” We believe that following Jesus is the way to live now, and the way to live forever. “I have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” John 10:10

“the Truth” We believe the Bible is God’s inspired Word, and it is Truth without error. We believe God’s
Word should be your first and final authority for guiding, and directing how you choose to live life. "And you
shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you free." /°hn 8:32

“the Life” We believe that man is born a sinner and continues to sin by choice. As a result of man’s sin

condition the Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord. 77 Romans 6:23

“No one comes to the Father except through Me” We believe that man can’t save himself from his sins.
There isn’t any amount of money, religious works, or good deeds that man can do to obtain salvation. Itis
only received by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ alone. "For God so loved the world that

He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” "
3:16

ESSENTIAL Beliefs
We recognize that within Christianity there are genuine and sincere believers who have differing views on

various teachings. However, there is a unifying body of essential beliefs that virtually all biblical, conservative
Christians accept.

We believe the Bible, composed of the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments, is God's inspired and
infallible Word. Itis inerrant in the original manuscripts, and is the authority on all matters of life, belief, and
practice of our faith.

We believe in one God, maker of heaven and earth, and eternally existent as God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit. He is pure, holy, all-powerful, full of love, and the source of truth.

We believe in the deity of Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, and in His miracles. His death on



the cross was as a substitute for mankind and paid for the sins of the world. He rose bodily from the grave, He
ascended into heaven, and He will return to earth in power and glory.

We believe in the deity of the Holy Spirit, that His present work is to reveal Jesus Christ to people, to
regenerate those who believe, and that He indwells Christians to enable them to live the kind of life that
pleases the Lord.

We believe mankind was created in the image of God and enjoyed an open relationship with God. That
relationship was broken when Man voluntarily chose to live his life without regard to God's will. Through
Adam all people are born flawed by sin and are in need of being restored in relationship with God.

We believe that salvation is by God's grace through faith in Jesus. We believe God is the initiator of
reconciliation with us. However, His holiness demands justice for the wrongs we have done. Unfortunately,
our good works cannot undo the mistakes of our past. We are completely dependent on the Grace of God to
make us pure in His sight. Those who, by faith, accept that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who took our place,
suffering the punishment of God's justice against sin, can be saved by making a choice to turn from sin and
turn to God, asking for forgiveness and to be saved from our sin. The scriptures teach that those who place
their faith in Jesus are made new and given new life in the same fashion that Jesus was given new life after His
death and burial.

We believe that the Church is the people of God, rather than a place of worship. We believe the body of
Christ is made up of all believers of the church age; that Jesus Christ is the head of the Church; and that local
churches are the practical expression of the Church. The church is the gathering of those who have placed
their faith in the sacrifice of Jesus as the only way to be right with God. Believers of a local church voluntarily
share their lives and faith with each other in unity and meet together for encouragement, worship, service,
prayer, spiritual development, and to observe the ordinances of the church (baptism by immersion and
communion).

We believe in final judgments. Every person will stand before God in judgment. All those who have not
turned from sin and to faith in Jesus will be eternally separated from God in the Lake of Fire. All demons and
Satan will face a final judgment and will be eternally condemned in the Lake of Fire. All believers will be saved
from the wrath of God by their faith in the sacrifice of Jesus as their substitution but will give an account for
their works as God's children. They will be rewarded for their works of eternal value and lose reward for those
works of no eternal value.

NON-ESSENTIAL beliefs, but important to Us

Our ultimate goal is to obey the Lord and fulfill the mission He gave us of making disciples. We avoid the
extreme of requiring everyone's absolute agreement on every teaching position that the Well church holds
because it unnecessarily separates some Christians from us who should be working with us in our

mission. There are teachings that shape us and frame the way we worship, teach, serve and give. There are
godly people in our church family who may not agree with the details of the following statements but respect
the position we've taken on these things. All we ask is that if God leads you to be a part of the Well church that
you work in cooperation with us to serve our community and give them every opportunity to come to faith in
Jesus.

Concerning Interpretation of the Bible: We believe inerrancy applies to the original manuscripts of the Bible



(this part is an essential). We believe that any version of the Bible based on honest and solid scholarship is
valuable. We reject the belief that only one version is the inspired Bible in the English language.

Concerning the Church: We believe we have a responsibility to extend the "right hand of fellowship" to all
believers in the body of Christ. This involves a love and appreciation for them as true brothers and sisters in
Christ. We do not believe any denomination or association constitutes the official Church or churches. We
believe a local church is any gathering of Christians who meet for the purpose of being a church. We believe
the local church is the planned instrument of God to carry out the Great Commission. Therefore, we believe
every believer should be active in a local church and its efforts in ministry. We believe our job is to be an
effective church and to do our part to multiply new churches as God leads.

Concerning Baptism: We believe baptism, by immersion, is the prescribed method the Lord gives for new
believers to express their faith in Him and identification with his death, burial and resurrection. We do not
believe any denomination or authorizing body has exclusive rights to baptism.

Concerning Communion: We practice "open" communion which means we do not prevent people from taking
communion with us. We "welcome" all believers to join with us in communion and request those who are
unbelievers to not partake. We believe this best honors our responsibility to fellowship with all believers as
members of the body of Christ and allows each individual to be responsible for his or her faith and actions.

Concerning Clergy: We believe God calls some to serve His Church in vocational ministries of pastoring and
various other ministries. We believe the Bible teaches that it is right and ethical for the church to financially
support vocational ministers so their needs are met and so they may focus their attention upon the
ministry. We also believe pastors are to be given respect and honor as they are given responsibility and
authority for the spiritual well-being of the Lord's Church. We believe all Christians are "priests" and have
direct access to God and do not need pastors to mediate for them with God. The role of pastors is to teach,
lead, and equip the believer to do ministry.

Concerning Tithing/Giving: We believe that the primary purpose of tithing (giving God His 10% of our income)
is to live by faith, constantly remembering that our hope for the things we need is in God. Itis an act of
obedience which constantly points our hearts toward the Source of all our material blessings. We believe that
the Apostle Paul defines tithing in the Church Age as the appropriate means of supporting pastors and
ministers of the Gospel, as well as the ministry of the church.

Concerning Spiritual Gifts: We believe God gives spiritual gifts or divinely empowered abilities to minister in
the church. Each believer has gifts that are to be used and strengthened. The believer's gifts are part of his or
her calling to a life's mission. God has a special calling on each believer's life to do something for others,
thereby advancing the overall plan of God.

Concerning Prophecy: We hold a pretribulational and premillennial view of future events. This means we see
a "rapture" or a taking of the church out of the world before the great Tribulation. We see the return of Christ
to earth as occurring at the end of the Tribulation. At that time He will establish His earthly millennial
kingdom.

Concerning Predestination/Foreknowledge/Election: We believe that salvation is by God's grace, through
faith, and cannot be achieved by any works of man. We believe that God foreknew that man would sin, yet
God did not cause man to sin, in the same way that God foreknew that the Jewish leaders would kill Jesus
Christ, yet God did not cause them to do so. Likewise, God can foreknow what men will do in response to His
grace, whether or not they will receive "the grace of God in vain" (2 Corinthians 6:1-2). We believe that the



Scriptures teach that election is based on foreknowledge. By "election", we mean that sovereign act of God in
grace, whereby from all eternity He chose in Christ Jesus for Himself and for salvation, all those whom He
foreknew would respond positively to His grace. Election is based upon grace and is truly "unconditional”, in
the sense that it does not rest upon human effort. It is also based on foreknowledge of God and not on some
arbitrary will. God foreknew what men would do in response to His grace, and He elected those whom He
foreknew would respond positively.

Concerning Church Government: We believe that the Bible does not prescribe a detailed form of church
government but rather gives us several leadership principles which we seek to practice. We believe that there
are two "offices" in the church: Bishop (Pastor) and Deacon. The Senior Pastor is the overseer of the

ministry. He is the shepherd of God's flock, and is held responsible and accountable by God to oversee the
ministry. The office of Deacon is an office of servanthood. The Deacon is to assist the Pastor (not rule over
the Pastor) by helping serve the physical and spiritual needs of the church, thereby allowing the Pastor to
focus on the ministries of prayer and the Word of God. We believe in a Pastor-led, rather than a deacon-led or
committee led form of church government.

Concerning Denominations and Church Affiliation: We are non-denominational. We believe that true
believers and the true Church are not defined by denominational affiliations or associations. We believe that
denominations and affiliations have value as long as they serve the mission of the Church. We freely associate
with any churches or ministry organizations with whom we have enough agreement to cooperate in ministry.

Note: If you would like a list of the scriptural references for each of our doctrinal positions, please send us an
email at isa4522@gmail.com
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